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INDIA • CHINA : NEIGHBOURS • STRANGERS 

The 

Bowbazar 

Chinatown 

The 

history of the Chinese community in India that 
dates back to over two hundred years is not well 
known. This immigrant community, along with 
the Parsis and Marwaris, has been part of Calcutta's 

multicultural and multi-ethnic society since the second half of the 

eighteenth century. South Asia's first Chinatown was established by 
the Chinese in Calcutta shortly after the British made it the capital 
of colonized India. Before this, some Chinese had already started 

settling down in Achipur, a town about 33 kms. from Calcutta. 
In fact, the name Achipur derives from the first reported Chinese 

immigrant to the region nicknamed Atchew, whose real name was 

Yang Dazhao. Atchew came to Bengal in 1778 to trade. In exchange 
for the tea he had brought from China, Atchew received a large 
land grant from the British governor-general, Warren Hastings, on 
which he set up a sugar mill. He later brought Chinese labourers to 
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work for him. Thus, seems to have begun the history of the Chinese 

community in India. 

It is from Atchew's petition to the British Supreme Board in 1781 

that we first learn about the presence of the Chinese in Calcutta in 

the late eighteenth century. 'The persons who have thus wantonly 
endeavoured to injure me,' complained Atchew, 'are the Chinese 

who have deserted from the ships and remain in Calcutta without 

any apparent means of subsistence.' (Bose, 1934: 6). Based on this 

petition, Ellen Oxfeld (1993: 73) suggests that the first Chinese 

settlers in Calcutta may have been 'runaway sailors and indentured 

servants'. She also points to a 1784 advertisement in The Calcutta 

Gazette in which a Chinese man named Tom Fatt offered his services 

to clean water tanks. Chinese settlers in Calcutta during the later 

eighteenth century are also mentioned in a local police record dated 

1788 (Sinha, 1978: 52; Oxfeld, 1993: 74). The first eyewitness 
account of the Chinese settlers in Calcutta comes from a Vietnamese 

traveller called Le Van Phuc (1785-1849), who reports that there 

were 'several hundreds' Chinese residents in Calcutta, with the 

majority of them coming from Fujian and Guangdong provinces of 

China. He also notes that the Chinese there had already established 

their own residential area with temples dedicated to Chinese deities 

(Salmon,1999). An account by an Englishman named Chaloner 

Alabaster that dates from 1857 confirms that this Chinese settlement 

was in the Bowbazar area. 

Calling the area a 'Chinese colony', Alabaster describes the 

economic activities and religious institutions of the Cantonese and 

Hakka Chinese. The Chinese in the community at that time were 

mostly shoemakers, opium-sellers, carpenters, cabinet-makers, and 

lard manufacturers. These people had already established several 

temples, including one dedicated to the Chinese god of war called 

Guandi and another to the Goddess of Sea known as Tianhou. 

Noting the importance of the temples for the establishment of a 

community, Alabaster writes (1857: 370): 

Living in and about Cossitollah and Durrumtollah, they have built 

a fine temple in one of its lanes, thereby constituting themselves 
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a community, for without a joss house there is no community 

in China. 

He points out (1857: 374) that there were three Chinese cemeteries 
in that neighbourhood, indicating that there were more than a few 

Chinese residing in the area. Among the 500 Chinese residents in 

Calcutta at that time, there were very few women.1 There were a 

number of Chinese, Alabaster reports, who were engaged in the sale 

of opium and char as. 

Clearly, by the middle of the nineteenth century, a full-fledged 
neighbourhood of the Chinese had emerged in central Calcutta. The 

fact that there were temples, graveyards, and residential quarters 
indicate that the Chinese perceived it to be more than a temporary 

dwelling area. However, the absence of substantial number of women 
in the neighbourhood, as noticed by Alabaster, suggests that it was 

a settlement of male workers, some of whom might have sojourned 
between Calcutta and China. 'The only Chinese women known to 

have set foot in Calcutta,' Alabaster writes, 'were two workers from 

Australia' (1857: 374). 

Description of the Chinese settlement in Bowbazar area of Calcutta 

during the nineteenth century can also be found in Colesworthey 
Grant's book entitled Anglo-Indian Domestic Life: A Letter from an 
Artist in India to his Mother in England written in 1862. Grant reports 
(1862: 42) that there were 25 Chinese shoemakers and 'an equal 
number' of Chinese carpenters in the neighbourhood. He points out 

that the Chinese carpenters were not only highly skilled, they would 

also complete their work much faster than their Bengali counterparts. 

According to him, all the carpenters working on the British ships 
were Chinese. The Chinese shoemakers were prosperous, with most 

of them possessing 'sufficient business to require the service of four 

or five Bengalee workmen' (1862: 43). These Chinese settlers were 

'industrious-sober-cleanly-honest and independent' but many were 

addicted to opium smoking (1862: 43). Grant also noticed that there 

very few female members in the community, as did Alabaster. 

During the last decade of the nineteenth century and the 

beginning of the twentieth century there was a new wave of Chinese 

immigration to Calcutta due to political unrest in China. This new 

wave resulted in an increase in the number of Chinese living in the 
Bowbazar area and the establishment of new businesses, associations, 
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temples, and, eventually in the 1930s, schools for Chinese children. 

The early twentieth century also witnessed a rapid growth and 

expansion of the existing Chinese businesses, especially carpentry 
and shoemaking, as well as the beginning of Chinese ownership 
of tannery factories. This period also marked a clear distinction in 

regard to the professional activities of the Chinese in Calcutta. While 

the Cantonese mostly engaged in carpentry work, the Hakka were 

making shoes and setting up tanneries in Tangra (or Dhapa), which 

developed into the second Chinatown of Calcutta. 

Shelland Bradley and Tan Yunshan vividly describe the Bowbazar 

Chinatown during the 1920s and 1930s. Bradley focuses on the 

meal she had at the Chinese restaurant called Canton located in 

the Bowbazar area, which, according to her, was the first Chinese 

restaurant in Calcutta. The restaurant, frequented by local Chinese 

residents, Indians, and also Europeans, served Cantonese specialties 
such as 'bird's nest' and 'flesh with shark's fin'; Chinese-Indian 
dishes such as 'Chinese curry'; and some European food as well. The 

restaurant also served liquor, not widely available to the Chinese 

living in the neighbourhood. The Chinese who frequented the 
restaurant included the rich, the working class, as well as Chinese 

sailors visiting the port. 
Bradley reports that gambling was popular among the Chinese 

settlers in Bowbazar. Describing the game of Mahjong, she notes the 

presence of young and old Chinese at the gambling places and the 

'extraordinary placidity of the faces' of those participating. Bradley 
also describes the opium dens in the Chinatown. She writes: 

The smokers look mere ordinary harmless Chinaman peacefully 

smoking or fast asleep. There is nothing in their faces to mark them 

as opium fiends at all. There are just tired and weary Chinamen 

seeking sleep and dreams after a hard day's work. What effect it 

has upon them in the morning one does not see, but as one looks 

round upon the sleeping figures there can be no doubt about the 

oblivion they have purchased for the moment. (1924: 285). 

Tan Yun-shan, who was India's leading Sinologist and the 

inaugural director of Cheena Bhavan at Visva Bharati University 
in Santiniketan, offers the most insightful notice of the Bowbazar 

Chinatown. He points out that Calcutta had the largest number of 
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Chinese immigrants in India because it was at that time the leading 
cosmopolitan city and also the gateway to other Indian cities. There 

were, according to Tan Yun-shan's estimate, about 6000 Chinese 
residents in Calcutta, most of whom originated from Guangdong 
and Fujian provinces. These residents were further divided into 
dialect groups such as Cantonese, Hakka, and Chaozhou. A majority 
of the Chinese were Cantonese, who numbered around 3000. About 

2000 Hakkas followed them from Meixian County in Guangdong 
province, and several hundred Fukienese. There were also 

immigrants from other parts of China, including those from Hubei 
and Shandong provinces. 

Tan Yun-shan notes that the Chinese immigrants were relatively 
poor, since many of them were labourers. There were very few rich 

families, but most people had to live cheek-by-jowl. The Cantonese 

mostly worked as carpenters; Hakka engaged in shoe business; the 
Fukienese marketed local products; the immigrants from Shandong 
traded in silk; and the Hubeinese sold paper flowers. Other 
businesses of the Chinese in Calcutta included restaurants, tea stalls, 
eateries, pharmacies, tailor stores, salons, grocery stores, dentistry, 

etc. There was also a theatre in the Bowbazar neighbourhood, 
built by a Cantonese in 1919, where Cantonese opera and shadow 

puppetry were performed by Chinese troupes. 
The huiguans or native-place associations were the most important 

institutions of the Chinese found in the Bowbazar area. These 
associations of the overseas Chinese were, according to Tan Yun 

shan, based on two ideas: regionalism and clanship. The associations 
based on regionalism in Calcutta included the Zhongyi Tang, 
Nanshun Huiguan, Siyi Huiguan, Dong'an Huiguan and Yixing 
Huiguan. These associations served as merchant guilds as well as 

religious institutions, having large statues of Chinese deities such 
as Guandi and Guanyin. Tan Yunshan points out that the Chinese 
in Calcutta frequently visited these places, especially during the 

Chinese New Year festivities and also during the first and fifteenth 

day of each month, a ritual that is common even today. 
The clan-based associations in Calcutta, which were actually 

ancestral shrines and temples, included the Li-clan Association and 
the Chen-clan Association. Additionally, there was also a Chinese 
Christian Youth Association and a few Chinese clubs. 
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Already in the 1930s there were two Chinese-medium primary 
schools in Bowbazar Chinatown. One was called Huaqiao School 

(Huaqiao xuexiao) and the Zhenhua School (Zhenhua xuexiao). Both 

these schools, Tan Yun-shan writes, were examples of 'regionalism', 
with one belonging to the Hakkas and the other operated by the 

Cantonese immigrants. Hakkas from Meixian ran the Huaqiao 
School, which later became known as Meiguang School. Hakka 

was the medium of instruction at the school. It was located in and 
funded by the Zhongyi Tang and had over 130 students, over 100 

boys and 30 girls. It only had junior and senior grades. The principal 
and three teachers were all male. 

The Zhenhua School, located in the Siyi Huiguan, belonged to the 

Cantonese. It had about one hundred students; more than forty girls 
and more than fifty boys. The principal and the three staff members, 
a full-time teacher and two teaching associates, were all male. 

Teaching was conducted in Cantonese, and as with the Huaqiao 
School, it did not use or teach Mandarin. 

The fact that the Chinese immigrants in Calcutta, similar to the 

other Chinese overseas groups, were involved in the political affairs 
of China can be discerned from the presence of a representative 

office of the Guomindang in Calcutta Chinatown. Guomindang, 

founded by Sun Yat-sen to instigate revolt against the Qing Empire, 
was supported by overseas Chinese communities in Southeast 

Asia, northern America, and other places. It is for this reason that 

branches of Guomindang Party were established in foreign cities 
with a substantial presence of Chinese immigrants, including in 

Calcutta. The Calcutta headquarter of Guomindang was established 

in 1910. There were three branch offices under this headquarter, 
two of them in Calcutta and one in Bombay. Tan Yun-shan estimates 

that there were around 1000 Guomindang party members in India 

at that time. Funds for the Indian branches came from membership 
fees and lottery games. There was also an Overseas Chinese Workers' 

Party in the Bowbazar area established by the Hakka shoemakers, 
which had about one hundred members. 

The most enlightening aspect of Tan Yun-shan's essay on the 

Bowbazar Chinatown is his criticism of the Chinese restaurants, 
which were the main attraction of the Chinatown in Calcutta. There 
were two large Chinese restaurants in Bowbazar Chinatown, called 

Guangdong (Canton Restaurant) and Nanjing (Nanking Restaurant). 
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The local Cantonese owned both these restaurants, which were 

well known among the residents of Calcutta. So much so, as Tan 

Yun-shan points out, that one could gesture to eat and say the word 

'China' and the taxi drivers would take the passengers to one of 

these two restaurants. Tan Yunshan detested this fame of Chinese 

restaurants in Calcutta. He writes: 

Although my Indian and foreign friends know about these 

restaurants (28), they have no knowledge about the schools and 

party branches I have mentioned. They ask if there are any Chinese 

clubs or associations in Calcutta. Even though the foreigners say that 

Chinatown is a dirty place, they would go to eat at these restaurants. 

For Tan Yun-shan, the Chinese restaurants did not represent Chinese 

civilization and distracted people from learning about real Chinese 

traditions and culture. 

Shortly after Tan Yun-shan's article appeared, the Chinatown in 

Bowbazar entered a golden period, marked by the establishment 

of new schools, businesses, and associations. A Chinese consulate 

was also established in the city to address the need of the Chinese 

who wanted to sojourn between their ancestral homeland and 

Calcutta. A reason for this rapid development of the Bowbazar 

Chinatown during the 1930s and 1940s was due to the arrival of 

new immigrants, including larger numbers of Chinese women and 

children. This resulted in the setting up of not only new schools, 
but also businesses such as jewellery stores and beauty parlours. 
Some Chinese also set up laundry and grocery stores, pharmacies 
and dentistry clinics. New schools in the area included the Huaqiao 
School (Huaqiao zhongxue) established in 1944, and Zhongguo 

Primary School (Zhongguo xiaoxue) founded in 1952. Indeed, the 

1940s and 1950s dramatically transformed the Bowbazar area and 

turned it into a vibrant and lively place inhabited by thousands of 

Chinese immigrants. While many of these Chinese maintained social 

and cultural trstditions, some also started speaking local languages 
and worshiping Indian deities. One of the temples near the Blackburn 

Lane dedicated to the Indian goddess Kali, for example, seems to 
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have attracted large number of local Chinese. In fact, the temple 
became know as 'Cheena Kali', or 'Chinese Kali' (Sommerville, 2000: 

45; Berjeaut, 1999: 35). 
The Chinese community in Calcutta was adversely affected by the 

deterioration in India-China relations in late 1950s and early 1960s. 

After a period of warm relations between India and China in the early 
1950s, known as the 'Hindi-Chini bhai-bhai' period, the defection of 

the Dalai Lama to India in 1959 led to the tensions between the two 

countries in regard to their national borders. These tensions affected 

the treatment of the Chinese immigrants by the Indian government. 

Starting from 1959, the Indian government began accusing some 

Chinese immigrants of anti-India activities. The Chinese were placed 
under surveillance; some were apprehended and deported. At the 

end of the year, the Indian government amended the Foreigner's 
Act, requiring foreigners to obtain 'residential permits'. Under the 

revised act, the Chinese in Calcutta had to register at local police 
stations. Those who did not follow the order were considered people 
without any nationality and allowed to stay in India for only three 

months. According to news reports, Calcutta's 13,000 Chinese, 

including those who had Indian citizenship, came under these 

strict regulations. By the end of 1961, 200 Chinese immigrants had 

been deported. These included principles and teachers of some of 

the Chinese schools, editors and distributor of Chinese Review, the 

manager and staff of the Bank of China, businessmen, workers, shop 

hands, and many women and children. 

The bank accounts of those remaining were confiscated and they 

were not allowed to remit money to China. Chinese shops were 

pillaged by mobs and forced to paste words against the Chinese 

government on their doors. The Consulate General of People's 

Republic of China, the Chinese-medium schools supported by it, 
and the Bank of China were all closed. But, as the pictures published 
in P.N. Sharma's The Chinese Community in India indicate, some 

of the Chinese living in Calcutta continued to flourish, open new 

businesses, and even came out in support for the Indian government 
in the conflict against China. The Chinese Overseas Association 

of India, for example, donated Rs. 17,000 to the National Defence 

Fund. Children of those who were not deported continued to attend 

classes at the Chinese-medium schools that remained open. In 

1974, missionaries David and Mary Lamb established an English 
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medium school called Grace Ling Liang High School for the Chinese 

community. However, the dwindling number of Chinese in Calcutta, 
both due to the forced deportation and the subsequent migration to 
countries in Europe and North America had significant impact on 
the community and in particular, the Bowbazar Chinatown. 

The aftermath of the India-China conflict also witnessed the influx 
of non-Chinese groups into the Bowbazar area. These non-Chinese 

immigrants, mostly Muslims from the state of Bihar, gradually 
transformed the ethnic make up of the area with the construction 
of mosques and by occupying residences and buildings previously 
belonging to the Chinese. Additionally, urban development projects 
initiated by the West Bengal state government, that included the 
construction of multi-storey buildings and offices, also dramatically 
altered the neighbourhood (see Moorhouse, 1983: 179; Berjeaut, 
1999: 64-67). 

These developments had two significant impacts on the Chinese 

community living in the Bowbazar area. First, the Chinese population 
in the area lost its cohesiveness. And second, the community 
became more integrated with the non-Chinese residents of the 

neighbourhood. This resulted in many of the later generations of the 

Chinese residents of Bowbazar acquiring local languages; and some 
even intermarried with the local non-Chinese. This disintegration 
of the Chinese neighbourhood in Bowbazar, is vividly noted in the 

opening paragraph of Anne de Henning's article titled 'Chinatown in 
Calcutta' written in 1972: 

Surrounded by clusters of hovels stands a high-rise building 

with intricate bamboo scaffolding. Cakes of cow-dung dry in the 

scorching sun. Side by side stand the smallest synagogue and 

smallest mosque in town, and also a two-storied, red brick house. 

Carved in grey stone above its entrance is the uncommon legend: 

'Nanking Restaurant'. If it weren't for those words, I would have 

doubted I had really found my way to Blackburn (sic) late in 

Calcutta's Chinatown. But nearby I see a Chinese temple with 

a curlicued roof, an early market packed with chatting matrons 

in flowered pyjamas, and shops with signs in Chinese. They are 

there to testify that this is what remains of a Chinese settlement 

(1972: 21). 
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The gradual disappearance of the Chinatown in Bowbazar during 
the 1970s is also reflected in the work of Geoffrey Moorhouse, 
who writes: 

The start of Lower Chitpore Road conceals what is left of Calcutta's 

old Chinatown. A generation or so ago the whole of Bowbazar 

between here and Chittaranjan Avenue is said to have echoed to the 

clop of wooden sandals and the ivory click of mahjong pieces, to 

have been largely peopled by men and women in blue boiler suits 

(which must have been uncommonly stuffy) and to have boasted at 

least one opium den. Then the [Calcutta Municipal] Corporation, in 

one of its rare spasms of development, moved in and began to pull 

much of the area down to make room for high blocks of something 

or other. Not many high blocks have yet gone up, but most of 

the Chinese have been dispersed around the city, leaving a small 

colony who do not wear boiler suits very often, who patronize their 

Nanking Restaurant for its Peking duck and other homely dishes, 

and who worship at the Sea Ip Temple in Chhatawallah Gully, with 

its collection of antique Chinese weapons, its cooking, its chapel 

and its curved roofline with two large porcelain fish standing on 

their tails on top. You would never see this unless you knew where 

to look for it with a steadfast sense of direction, so confusing and 

haphazard are the side streets and offshoots everywhere in North 

Calcutta (1983: 179). 

The situation today in the Bowbazar Chinatown is more depressing 
than the descriptions given by Anne de Henning and Geoffrey 
Moorhouse. The Nanking Restaurant has closed; more new building, 
offices and housing complexes have been built; and, in recent years, 
there has been a rapid increase in the Muslim population in the 

neighbourhood. When one enters the Bowbazar Chinatown area 

today, some Chinese signboards and advertisements and occasional 

Chinese persons riding hand-pulled rickshaws can still be seen. 

There are also buildings belonging to the huiguans, the Tianhou 

temple, and the Jianguo School that remind people about the once 

flourishing community of the Chinese in the area. One can also 

see Chinese restaurants, sauce and laundry stores, and carpentry 

workshops in different parts of the neighbourhood. There is a small 

grocery store that sells Chinese goods, which only opens in the 
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morning. Some shoe stores owned by the Hakkas continue to do 

business on the Bentinck Street. But, as Soumitra Das (2007) points 
out, Chinese businesses, especially restaurants and shoe stores, are 

not as prosperous as before. One restaurant owner tells him that 

they 'hardly have any customers. Only two or three per day. They 
eat their chow at roadside stalls. There is no business but taxes are 

mounting by the day' (Das, 2007: 57-58). 
The buildings, stores, and restaurants belonging to the Chinese 

today are so dispersed that a person unfamiliar with the history of the 

neighbourhood will fail to realize that this was once the city's main 

Chinatown. Indeed, some have questioned if the neighbourhood 
still deserves to be called Chinatown. Even with these changes, 
however, many Chinese families continue to live in the Bowbazar 

neighbourhood, in places such as the Chattawallah Gully and 

Chandni Chowk, and maintain their Chinese lifestyles. Living in 

quarters that are microcosms of Calcutta's multi-ethnic society, the 

Chinese are just one ethnic group among many. Unlike before, it 

is hard to find several Chinese households residing together in the 

same building. Soumitra Das (2007: 121) reports of discovering a 
Chinese Muslim family and a Chinese Hindu family living in the 

same building near the Islamia Hospital. In a building on the Gum 
Ghar Lane, near Chandni Chowk, Das (2007: 57-58) also finds two 
Chinese households. Indeed, such sightings are rare these days. 

The dwellings of the Chinese, similar to the residences of other 

ethnic groups in the Bowbazar area, are small and cramped. Often 

several generations of family members live in these small apartments. 

In a very old building near the Tiretta Bazar, that used to house 

many Chinese immigrants, for example, there is now only one 

Chinese family. Three generations of the family live in one simple 
room and pay a rent of Rs.50, which has increased from about Rs. 18. 

Although Chinese families such as this live surrounded by other 

ethnic groups and interact with them daily, they have managed to 

maintain their Chinese way of living by going to the nearby huiguans 
to read newspapers, play mahjong and cards in the afternoons, have 

Chinese tea, and worship Chinese deities. These are some of the 

activities unique to the Chinese residents of Bowbazar that are not 

easily visible to visitors. 
In addition to the above activities, the Chinese living in the 

Bowbazar area also collectively meet at the morning market held 
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daily at Tiretta Bazar. The market opens at around 6 a.m., when the 

Chinese gather to eat breakfast consisting of fish and beef-ball soup, 

things made of sticky rice, steamed and baked buns, etc. Most of the 

sellers are Cantonese, who set up temporary stalls on the streets and 

pavements. The customers, also mainly Chinese from Bowbazar and 

other parts of Calcutta, usually stand around these stalls relishing 
Chinese snacks and other foods. During Sundays, the non-Chinese 

residents of Calcutta also frequent the morning market to have 

Chinese breakfast. Indeed, this is the only place in Calcutta where 

one can still have an authentic Chinese breakfast, preserving the 

history and the food culture of the Chinese in Calcutta decades after 

the neighbourhood has undergone drastic changes. 
Vendors belonging to other ethnic groups also set up their stalls, 

selling mostly fish and vegetables. Some also offer Indian snacks. 

There is, thus, a mingling of Chinese and non-Chinese every morning 
at the Tiretta Bazar. This blending of Chinese and other ethnic 

groups of Calcutta also takes place during celebrations marking the 

Chinese New Year and other festivities. The huiguans and the Indian 

Chinese Association for Culture, Welfare and Development organize 
various events, including cultural performances such as lion and 

dragon dances, poetry recitations, and songs. In 2008, more than 

2500 Chinese and non-Chinese residents of Calcutta attended the 

New Year celebration in the Bowbazar area. 

The most noteworthy feature of the Bowbazar Chinatown has 

been the inter-ethnic interactions among its various residents. 

Such interactions and mutual influences took place at workplaces, 

residential quarters, and market places. The Chinese immigrants 
were part of this mosaic of inter-ethnic relationship, even though 
some were able to maintain their Chinese lifestyles and identity. 
Several Chinese living here married with other ethnic groups, and 

some learned to speak Hindi and other Indian languages. Soumitra 

Das (2007: 127), for example, writes about H.C. Huang, the owner 

of the shoe store called At Hat, who 'has been totally assimilated in 

the local culture. Most of his friends are not Chinese, and for their 

benefit he calls himself "Willie"'. 

At the same time as some Chinese settlers were being acculturated 

or assimilated by the local culture they also transformed the 

Bowbazar neighbourhood with their unique temples, schools, 

restaurants, etc. They influenced other ethnic groups in Calcutta, 
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introducing them to Chinese cuisine and festivals. Indeed, here, 
the processes of preservation of cultural identity, assimilation, and 

acculturation could be seen simultaneously. 

Although today it is difficult to envision that this was once the 

main settlement of the Chinese in India, the morning market 

in Tiretta Bazar and the Chinese New Year celebrations are the 

remainders of, what Chaloner Alabaster had called, a Chinese colony 
in Calcutta. Some of the architecture of the Chinatown seen by 
Alabaster still remains; also present are school buildings and shoe 

stores that hint at the glorious days of the Chinese neighbourhood 

during the 1940s and 1950s. Indeed, the vestiges of Chinese 

buildings and architectures and the occasional Chinese faces on the 

streets of Bowbazar continue to convey a largely forgotten episode of 

India-China interactions in which immigrants from China came to 

an Indian city and made it their home. 

Zhang Xing 
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ENDNOTES: 

* This study is based on fieldwork conducted in India in 2008 and 2009 for my 

forthcoming Ph.D. dissertation entitled The Chinese Community in Calcutta: 

Cultural Assimilation and Preservation of Identity'. I wish to thank Professor 

Dr. Rahul Peter Das for his guidance and help with my research and writing. I 

am grateful to the Gottlieb Daimler und Karl Benz-Stiftung and Martin Luther 

University Halle-Wittenberg (Germany) for supporting the research and fieldwork 

upon which this work is based. 

1. Pradip Sinha (1978: 43) points out that a Calcutta police census of 1837 reported 

that the Chinese population in Calcutta was 362. 

2. While the Canton Restaurant opened before 1924, as noted in the essay by 

Bradley, Nanking Restaurant, according to Julien Berjeaut (1999: 57) was 

constructed in 1924 and opened to public in 1927. 
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